Amelioration of relapsing polychondritis in a child treated with oral collagen.
Relapsing polychondritis (RP) is a disease characterized by inflammation and the destruction of cartilage. The detection of antibodies to native type II collagen (CII) in the sera of some patients with relapsing polychondritis suggests that autoimmunity to this cartilage specific protein plays a role in the pathogenesis of the disease. RP is so rare that controlled therapeutic trials have not been carried out. We describe herein a child with RP who had amelioration of symptoms and a deviation in the cellular immune response to CII after being treated with daily oral CII as a toleragen.